
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE20978 October 5, 2000
‘‘(F) 2.1 miles of the middle branch that flow 

within the boundaries of the White Clay Creek 
Preserve in London Britain township, as a sce-
nic river. 

‘‘(G) 17.2 miles of the west branch, beginning 
at the headwaters within Penn township down-
stream to the confluence with the middle 
branch, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(H) 12.7 miles of the main stem, excluding 
Lamborn Run, that flow through the boundaries 
of the White Clay Creek Preserve, Pennsylvania 
and Delaware, and White Clay Creek State 
Park, Delaware, beginning at the confluence of 
the east and middle branches in London Britain 
township, Pennsylvania, downstream to the 
northern boundary line of the city of Newark, 
Delaware, as a scenic river. 

‘‘(I) 5.4 miles of the main stem (including all 
second order tributaries outside the boundaries 
of the White Clay Creek Preserve and White 
Clay Creek State Park), beginning at the con-
fluence of the east and middle branches in Lon-
don Britain township, Pennsylvania, down-
stream to the northern boundary of the city of 
Newark, Delaware, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(J) 16.8 miles of the main stem beginning at 
Paper Mill Road downstream to the Old Route 
4 bridge, as a recreational river. 

‘‘(K) 4.4 miles of the main stem beginning at 
the southern boundary of the property of the 
corporation known as United Water Delaware 
downstream to the confluence of White Clay 
Creek with the Christina River, as a rec-
reational river. 

‘‘(L) 1.3 miles of Middle Run outside the 
boundaries of the Middle Run Natural Area, as 
a recreational river. 

‘‘(M) 5.2 miles of Middle Run that flow within 
the boundaries of the Middle Run Natural Area, 
as a scenic river. 

‘‘(N) 15.6 miles of Pike Creek, as a recreational 
river. 

‘‘(O) 38.7 miles of Mill Creek, as a recreational 
river.’’. 
SEC. 4. BOUNDARIES. 

With respect to each of the segments of White 
Clay Creek and its tributaries designated by the 
amendment made by section 3, in lieu of the 
boundaries provided for in section 3(b) of the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(b)), 
the boundaries of the segment shall be 250 feet 
as measured from the ordinary high water mark 
on both sides of the segment. 
SEC. 5. ADMINISTRATION. 

(a) BY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.—The seg-
ments designated by the amendment made by 
section 3 shall be administered by the Secretary 
of the Interior (referred to in this Act as the 
‘‘Secretary’’), in cooperation with the White 
Clay Creek Watershed Management Committee 
as provided for in the plan prepared by the 
White Clay Creek Wild and Scenic Study Task 
Force and the National Park Service, entitled 
‘‘White Clay Creek and Its Tributaries Water-
shed Management Plan’’ and dated May 1998 
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Management 
Plan’’). 

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR COMPREHENSIVE MAN-
AGEMENT PLAN.—The Management Plan shall 
be considered to satisfy the requirements for a 
comprehensive management plan under section 
3(d) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 
1274(d)). 

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—In order to 
provide for the long-term protection, preserva-
tion, and enhancement of the segments des-
ignated by the amendment made by section 3, 
the Secretary shall offer to enter into a coopera-
tive agreement pursuant to sections 10(c) and 
11(b)(1) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 
U.S.C. 1281(e), 1282(b)(1)) with the White Clay 
Creek Watershed Management Committee as 
provided for in the Management Plan. 

SEC. 6. FEDERAL ROLE IN MANAGEMENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the National 

Park Service (or a designee) shall represent the 
Secretary in the implementation of the Manage-
ment Plan, this Act, and the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act with respect to each of the segments 
designated by the amendment made by section 3, 
including the review, required under section 7(a) 
of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 
1278(a)), of proposed federally-assisted water re-
sources projects that could have a direct and 
adverse effect on the values for which the seg-
ment is designated. 

(b) ASSISTANCE.—To assist in the implementa-
tion of the Management Plan, this Act, and the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act with respect to each 
of the segments designated by the amendment 
made by section 3, the Secretary may provide 
technical assistance, staff support, and funding 
at a cost to the Federal Government in an 
amount, in the aggregate, of not to exceed 
$150,000 for each fiscal year. 

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—Any coopera-
tive agreement entered into under section 10(e) 
of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 
1281(e)) relating to any of the segments des-
ignated by the amendment made by section 3—

(1) shall be consistent with the Management 
Plan; and 

(2) may include provisions for financial or 
other assistance from the United States to facili-
tate the long-term protection, conservation, and 
enhancement of the segments. 

(d) NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.—Notwith-
standing section 10(c) of the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1281(c)), any portion of a 
segment designated by the amendment made by 
section 3 that is not in the National Park Sys-
tem as of the date of the enactment of this Act 
shall not, under this Act—

(1) be considered a part of the National Park 
System; 

(2) be managed by the National Park Service; 
or 

(3) be subject to laws (including regulations) 
that govern the National Park System. 
SEC. 7. STATE REQUIREMENTS. 

State and local zoning laws and ordinances, 
as in effect on the date of the enactment of this 
Act, shall be considered to satisfy the standards 
and requirements under section 6(c) of the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1277(c)) with 
respect to the segment designated by the amend-
ment made by section 3. 
SEC. 8. NO LAND ACQUISITION. 

The Federal Government shall not acquire, by 
any means, any right or title in or to land, any 
easement, or any other interest along the seg-
ments designated by the amendment made by 
section 3 for the purpose of carrying out the 
amendment or this Act. 

The Senate concurred in the amend-
ment of the House. 

f 

THE CALENDAR 

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Energy 
Committee be discharged from the fol-
lowing bills and resolutions and, fur-
ther, the Senate now proceed to their 
consideration en bloc: H.R. 1509, H.R. 
2778, H.R. 3676, H.R. 3817, S. 2273 with 
amendment No. 4297, and S. Res. 326. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
amendment No. 4297 be agreed to, the 
bills be considered read the third time 
and passed, the resolution and pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, and 
that any statements relating to any of 

the bills or resolutions be printed in 
the RECORD, with the above occurring 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DISABLED VETERANS’ LIFE 
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 

The bill (H.R. 1509) to authorize the 
Disabled Veterans’ Life Memorial 
Foundation to establish a memorial in 
the District of Columbia or its environs 
to honor veterans who became disabled 
while serving in the Armed Forces of 
the United States, was considered, or-
dered to a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

f 

DESIGNATING THE TAUNTON 
RIVER FOR POTENTIAL ADDI-
TION TO NATIONAL WILD AND 
SCENIC RIVERS SYSTEM 

The bill (H.R. 2778) to amend the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act to designate seg-
ments of the Taunton River in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for 
study for potential addition to the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System, 
and for other purposes, was considered, 
ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

f 

SANTA ROSA AND SAN JACINTO 
MOUNTAINS NATIONAL MONU-
MENT 

The bill (H.R. 3676) to establish the 
Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains 
National Monument in the State of 
California, was considered, ordered to a 
third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

DEDICATION OF BIG SOUTH TRAIL 
TO LEGACY OF JARYD ATADERO 

The bill (H.R. 3817) to dedicate the 
Big South Trail in the Comanche Peak 
Wilderness Area of Roosevelt National 
Forest in Colorado to the legacy of 
Jaryd Atadero, was considered, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

BLACK ROCK DESERT-HIGH ROCK 
CANYON EMIGRANT TRAILS NA-
TIONAL CONSERVATION AREA 
ACT OF 2000 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. 2273) to establish the Black 
Rock Desert-High Rock Canyon Emi-
grant Trails National Conservation 
Area, and for other purposes, which 
was reported from the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

The amendment (No. 4297) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

AMENDMENT NO. 4297 

(Purpose: to provide a complete substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Black Rock 
Desert-High Rock Canon Emigrant Trails 
National Conservation Area Act of 2000’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) The areas of northwestern Nevada 

known as the Black Rock Desert and High 
Rock Canyon contain and surround the last 
nationally significant, untouched segments 
of the historic California Emigrant Trails, 
including wagon ruts, historic inscriptions, 
and a wilderness landscape largely un-
changed since the days of the pioneers. 

(2) The relative absence of development in 
the Black Rock Desert and High Rock Can-
yon areas from emigrant times to the 
present day offers a unique opportunity to 
capture the terrain, sights, and conditions of 
the overland trails as they were experienced 
by the emigrants and to make available to 
both present and future generations of Amer-
icans the opportunity of experiencing emi-
grant conditions in an unaltered setting. 

(3) The Black Rock Desert and High Rock 
Canyon areas are unique segments of the 
Northern Great Basin and contain broad rep-
resentation of the Great Basin’s land forms 
and plant and animal species, including gold-
en eagles and other birds of prey, sage 
grouse, mule deer, pronghorn antelope, big-
horn sheep, free roaming horses and burros, 
threatened fish and sensitive plants. 

(4) The Black Rock-High Rock region con-
tains a number of cultural and natural re-
sources that have been declared eligible for 
National Historic Landmark and Natural 
Landmark status, including a portion of the 
1843–44 John Charles Fremont exploration 
route, the site of the death of Peter Lassen, 
early military facilities, and examples of 
early homesteading and mining. 

(5) The archaeological, paleontological, 
and geographical resources of the Black 
Rock-High Rock region include numerous 
prehistoric and historic Native American 
sites, wooly mammoth sites, some of the 
largest natural potholes of North America, 
and a remnant dry Pelistocene lakebed 
(playa) where the curvature of the Earth 
may be observed. 

(6) The two large wilderness mosaics that 
frame the conservation area offer excep-
tional opportunities for solitude and serve to 
protect the integrity of the viewshed of the 
historic emigrant trails. 

(7) Public lands in the conservation area 
have been used for domestic livestock graz-
ing for over a century, with resultant bene-
fits to community stability and contribu-
tions to the local and State economies. It 
has not been demonstrated that continu-
ation of this use would be incompatible with 
appropriate protection and sound manage-
ment of the resource values of these lands; 
therefore, it is expected that such grazing 
will continue in accordance with the man-
agement plan for the conservation area and 
other applicable laws and regulations. 

(8) The Black Rock Desert playa is a 
unique natural resource that serves as the 
primary destination for the majority of visi-
tors to the conservation area, including visi-
tors associated with large-scale permitted 
events. It is expected that such permitted 
events will continue to be administered in 
accordance with the management plan for 
the conservation area and other applicable 
laws and regulations. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Act: 
(1) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of the Interior. 
(2) The term ‘‘public lands’’ has the mean-

ing stated in section 103(e) of the Federal 

Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 
U.S.C. 1702(e)). 

(3) The term ‘‘conservation area’’ means 
the Black Rock Desert-High Rock Canyon 
Emigrant Trails National Conservation Area 
established pursuant to section 4 of this Act.
SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CONSERVATION 

AREA. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES.—In 

order to conserve, protect, and enhance for 
the benefit and enjoyment of present and fu-
ture generations the unique and nationally 
important historical, cultural, paleontolog-
ical, scenic, scientific, biological, edu-
cational, wildlife, riparian, wilderness, en-
dangered species, and recreational values 
and resources associated with the Applegate-
Lassen and Nobles Trails corridors and sur-
rounding areas, there is hereby established 
the Black Rock Desert-High Rock Canyon 
Emigrant Trails National Conservation Area 
in the State of Nevada. 

(b) AREAS INCLUDED.—The conservation 
area shall consist of approximately 797,100 
acres of public lands as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘‘Black Rock Desert Emi-
grant Trail National Conservation Area’’ and 
dated July 19, 2000. 

(c) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—As soon 
as practicable after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit 
to Congress a map and legal description of 
the conservation area. The map and legal de-
scription shall have the same force and ef-
fect as if included in this Act, except the 
Secretary may correct clerical and typo-
graphical errors in such map and legal de-
scription. Copies of the map and legal de-
scription shall be on file and available for 
public inspection in the appropriate offices 
of the Bureau of Land Management. 
SEC. 5. MANAGEMENT. 

(a) MANAGEMENT.—The Secretary, acting 
through the Bureau of Land Management, 
shall manage the conservation area in a 
manner that conserves, protects and en-
hances its resources and values, including 
those resources and values specified in sub-
section 4(a), in accordance with this Act, the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), and other appli-
cable provisions of law. 

(b) ACCESS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall main-

tain adequate access for the reasonable use 
and enjoyment of the conservation area. 

(2) PRIVATE LAND.—The Secretary shall 
provide reasonable access to privately owned 
land or interests in land within the bound-
aries of the conservation area. 

(3) EXISTING PUBLIC ROADS.—The Secretary 
is authorized to maintain existing public ac-
cess within the boundaries of the conserva-
tion areas in a manner consistent with the 
purposes for which the conservation area was 
established. 

(c) USES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall only 

allow such uses of the conservation area as 
the Secretary finds will further the purposes 
for which the conservation area is estab-
lished. 

(2) OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE USE.—Except 
where needed for administrative purposes or 
to respond to an emergency, use of motorized 
vehicles in the conservation area shall be 
permitted only on roads and trails and in 
other areas designated for use of motorized 
vehicles as part of the management plan pre-
pared pursuant to subsection (e). 

(3) PERMITTED EVENTS.—The Secretary 
may continue to permit large-scale events in 
defined, low impact areas of the Black Rock 
Desert plays in the conservation area in ac-

cordance with the management plan pre-
pared pursuant to subsection (e). 

(d) HUNTING, TRAPPING, AND FISHING.—
Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to di-
minish the jurisdiction of the State of Ne-
vada with respect to fish and wildlife man-
agement, including regulation of hunting 
and fishing, on public lands within the con-
servation area. 

(e) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Within three years 
following the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall develop a comprehensive 
resource management plan for the long-term 
protection and management of the conserva-
tion area. The plan shall be developed with 
full public participation and shall developed 
with full public participation and shall de-
scribe the appropriate uses and management 
of the conservation area consistent with the 
provisions of this Act. The plan may incor-
porate appropriate decisions contained in 
any current management or activity plan for 
the area and may use information developed 
in previous studies of the lands within or ad-
jacent to the conservation area. 

(f) GRAZING.—Where the Secretary of the 
Interior currently permits livestock grazing 
in the conservation area, such grazing shall 
be allowed to continue subject to all applica-
ble laws, regulations, and executive orders. 

(g) VISITOR SERVICE FACILITIES.—The Sec-
retary is authorized to establish, in coopera-
tion with other public or private entities as 
the Secretary may deem appropriate, visitor 
service facilities for the purpose of providing 
information about the historical, cultural, 
ecological, recreational, and other resources 
of the conservation area. 
SEC. 6. WITHDRAWAL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 
rights, all Federal lands within the conserva-
tion area and all lands and interests therein 
which are hereafter acquired by the United 
States are hereby withdrawn from all forms 
of entry, appropriation, or disposal under the 
public land laws, from location, entry, and 
patent under the mining laws, from oper-
ation of the mineral leasing and geothermal 
leasing laws and from the minerals materials 
laws and all amendments thereto. 
SEC. 7. NO BUFFER ZONES. 

The Congress does not intend for the estab-
lishment of the conservation area to lead to 
the creation of protective perimeters or buff-
er zones around the conservation area. The 
fact that there may be activities or uses on 
lands outside the conservation area that 
would not be permitted in the conservation 
area shall not preclude such activities or 
uses on such lands up to the boundary of the 
conservation area consistent with other ap-
plicable laws. 
SEC. 8. WILDERNESS. 

(a) DESIGNATIN.—In furtherance of the pur-
poses of the Wilderness Act of 1964 (16 U.S.C. 
1131 et seq.), the following lands in the State 
of Nevada are designated as wilderness, and, 
therefore, as components of the National 
Wilderness Preservation System: 

(1) Certain lands in the Black Rock Desert 
Wilderness Study Area comprised of approxi-
mately 315,700 acres, as generally depicted on 
a map entitled ‘‘Black Rock Desert Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’ and dated July 19, 2000, and 
which shall be known as the Black Rock 
Desert Wilderness. 

(2) Certain lands in the Pahute Peak Wil-
derness Study Area comprised of approxi-
mately 57,400 acres, as generally depicted on 
a map entitled ‘‘Pahute Peak Wilderness—
Proposed’’ and dated July 19, 2000, and which 
shall be known as the Pahute Peak Wilder-
ness. 

(3) Certain lands in the North Black Rock 
Range Wilderness Study Area comprised of 

VerDate jul 14 2003 11:46 Dec 21, 2004 Jkt 079102 PO 00000 Frm 00133 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\S05OC0.004 S05OC0



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE20980 October 5, 2000
approximately 30,800 acres, as generally de-
picted on a map entitled ‘‘North Black Rock 
Range Wilderness—Proposed’’ and dated July 
19, 2000, and which shall be known as the 
North Black Rock Range Wilderness. 

(4) Certain lands in the East Fork High 
Rock Canyon Wilderness Study Area com-
prised of approximately 52,800 acres, as gen-
erally depicted on a map entitled ‘‘East Fork 
High Rock Canyon Wilderness—Proposed’’ 
and dated July 19, 2000, and which shall be 
known as the East Fork High Rock Canyon 
Wilderness. 

(5) Certain lands in the High Rock Lake 
Wilderness Study Area comprised of approxi-
mately 59,300 acres, as generally depicted on 
a map entitled ‘‘High Rock Lake Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’ and dated July 19, 2000, and 
which shall be known as the High Rock Lake 
Wilderness. 

(6) Certain lands in the Little High Rock 
Canyon Wilderness Study Area comprised of 
approximately 48,700 acres, as generally de-
picted on a map entitled ‘‘Little High Rock 
Canyon Wilderness—Proposed’’ and dated 
July 19, 2000, and which shall be known as 
the Little High Rock Canyon Wilderness. 

(7) Certain lands in the High Rock Canyon 
Wilderness Study Area and Yellow Rock 
Canyon Wilderness Study Area comprised of 
approximately 46,600 acres, as generally de-
picted on a map entitled ‘‘High Rock Canyon 
Wilderness—Proposed’’ and dated July 19, 
2000, and which shall be known as the High 
Rock Canyon Wilderness. 

(8) Certain land in the Calico Mountains 
Wilderness Study Area comprised of approxi-
mately 65,400 acres, as generally depicted on 
a map entitled ‘‘Calico Mountains Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’ and dated July 19, 2000, and 
which shall be known as the Calico Moun-
tains Wilderness. 

(9) Certain lands in the South Jackson 
Mountains Wilderness Study Area comprised 
of approximately 56,800 acres, as generally 
depicted on a map entitled ‘‘South Jackson 
Mountains Wilderness—Proposed’’ and dated 
July 19, 2000, and which shall be known as 
the South Jackson Mountains Wilderness. 

(10) Certain lands in the North Jackson 
Mountains Wilderness Study Area comprised 
of approximately 24,000 acres, as generally 
depicted on a map entitled ‘‘North Jackson 
Mountains Wilderness—Proposed’’ and dated 
July 19, 2000, and which shall be known as 
the North Jackson Mountains Wilderness. 

(b) ADMINISTRATION OF WILDERNESS 
AREAS.—Subject to valid existing rights, 
each wilderness area designated by this Act 
shall be administered by the Secretary in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Wilder-
ness Act, except that any reference in such 
provisions to the effective date of the Wil-
derness Act shall be deemed to be a reference 
to the date of enactment of this Act and any 
reference to the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall be deemed to be a reference to the Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

(c) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—As soon 
as practicable after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit 
to Congress a map and legal description of 
the wilderness areas designated under this 
Act. The map and legal description shall 
have the same force and effect as if included 
in this Act, except the Secretary may cor-
rect clerical and typographical errors in such 
map and legal description. Copies of the map 
and legal description shall be on file and 
available for public inspection in the appro-
priate offices of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. 

(d) GRAZING.—Within the wilderness areas 
designated under subsection (a), the grazing 

of livestock, where established prior to the 
date of enactment of this Act, shall be per-
mitted to continue subject to such reason-
able regulations, policies, and practices as 
the Secretary deems necessary, as long as 
such regulations, policies, and practices 
fully conform with and implement the intent 
of Congress regarding grazing in such areas 
as such intent is expressed in the Wilderness 
Act and section 101(f) of Public Law 101–628. 
SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There is hereby authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this Act.

The bill (S. 2273), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed, as fol-
lows: 

S. 2273
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Black Rock 
Desert-High Rock Canyon Emigrant Trails 
National Conservation Area Act of 2000’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) The areas of northwestern Nevada 

known as the Black Rock Desert and High 
Rock Canyon contain and surround the last 
nationally significant, untouched segments 
of the historic California emigrant Trails, 
including wagon ruts, historic inscriptions, 
and a wilderness landscape largely un-
changed since the days of the pioneers. 

(2) The relative absence of development in 
the Black Rock Desert and high Rock Can-
yon areas from emigrant times to the 
present day offers a unique opportunity to 
capture the terrain, sights, and conditions of 
the overland trails as they were experienced 
by the emigrants and to make available to 
both present and future generations of Amer-
icans the opportunity of experiencing emi-
grant conditions in an unaltered setting. 

(3) The Black Rock Desert and High Rock 
Canyon areas are unique segments of the 
Northern Great Basin and contain broad rep-
resentation of the Great Basin’s land forms 
and plant and animal species, including gold-
en eagles and other birds of prey, sage 
grouse, mule deer, pronghorn antelope, big-
horn sheep, free roaming horses and burros, 
threatened fish and sensitive plants. 

(4) The Black Rock-High Rock region con-
tains a number of cultural and natural re-
sources that have been declared eligible for 
National Historic Landmark and Natural 
Landmark status, including a portion of the 
1843–44 John Charles Fremont exploration 
route, the site of the death of Peter Lassen, 
early military facilities, and examples of 
early homesteading and mining. 

(5) The archeological, paleontological, and 
geographical resources of the Black Rock-
High Rock region include numerous pre-
historic and historic Native American sites, 
wooly mammoth sites, some of the largest 
natural potholes of North America, and a 
remnant dry Pleistocene lakebed (playa) 
where the curvature of the Earth may be ob-
served. 

(6) The two large wilderness mosaics that 
frame the conservation area offer excep-
tional opportunities for solitude and serve to 
protect the integrity of the viewshed of the 
historic emigrant trails. 

(7) Public lands in the conservation area 
have been used for domestic livestock graz-
ing for over a century, with resultant bene-
fits to community stability and contribu-
tions to the local and State economies. It 
has not been demonstrated that continu-

ation of this use would be incompatible with 
appropriate protection and sound manage-
ment of the resource values of these lands; 
therefore, it is expected that such grazing 
will continue in accordance with the 
management plan for the conservation area 
and other applicable laws and regulations. 

(8) The Black Rock Desert playa is a 
unique natural resource that serves as the 
primary destination for the majority of visi-
tors to the conservation area, including visi-
tors associated with large-scale permitted 
events. It is expected that such permitted 
events will continue to be administered in 
accordance with the management plan for 
the conservation area and other applicable 
laws and regulations. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Act: 
(1) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of the Interior. 
(2) The term ‘‘public lands’’ has the mean-

ing stated in section 103(e) of the Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 
U.S.C. 1702(e)). 

(3) The term ‘‘conservation area’’ means 
the Black Rock Desert-High Rock Canyon 
Emigrant Trails National Conservation Area 
established pursuant to section 4 of this Act. 
SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CONSERVATION 

AREA. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES.—In 
order to conserve, protect, and enhance for 
the benefit and enjoyment of present and fu-
ture generations the unique and nationally 
important historical, cultural, paleontolog-
ical, scenic, scientific, biological, 
educational, wildlife, riparian, wilderness, 
endangered species, and recreational values 
and resources associated with the Applegate-
Lassen and Nobles Trails corridors and sur-
rounding areas, there is hereby established 
the Black Rock Desert-High Rock Canyon 
Emigrant Trails National Conservation Area 
in the State of Nevada. 

(b) AREAS INCLUDED.—The conservation 
area shall consist of approximately 797,100 
acres of public lands as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘‘Black Rock Desert Emi-
grant Trail National Conservation Area’’ and 
dated July 19, 2000. 

(c) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—As soon 
as practicable after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit 
to Congress a map and legal description of 
the conservation area. The map and legal de-
scription shall have the same force and ef-
fect as if included in this Act, except the 
Secretary may correct clerical and typo-
graphical errors in such map and legal de-
scription. Copies of the map and legal de-
scription shall be on file and available for 
public inspection in the appropriate offices 
of the Bureau of Land Management. 
SEC. 5. MANAGEMENT. 

(a) MANAGEMENT.—The Secretary, acting 
through the Bureau of Land Management, 
shall manage the conservation area in a 
manner that conserves, protects and en-
hances its resources and values, including 
those resources and values specified in sub-
section 4(a), in accordance with this Act, the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), and other appli-
cable provisions of law. 

(b) ACCESS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall main-

tain adequate access for the reasonable use 
and enjoyment of the conservation area. 

(2) PRIVATE LAND.—The Secretary shall 
provide reasonable access to privately owned 
land or interests in land within the bound-
aries of the conservation area. 
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(3) EXISTING PUBLIC ROADS.—The Secretary 

is authorized to maintain existing public ac-
cess within the boundaries of the conserva-
tion area in a manner consistent with the 
purposes for which the conservation area was 
established. 

(c) USES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall only 

allow such uses of the conservation area as 
the Secretary finds will further the purposes 
for which the conservation area is estab-
lished. 

(2) OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE USE.—Except 
where needed for administrative purposes or 
to respond to an emergency, use of motorized 
vehicles in the conservation area shall be 
permitted only on roads and trails and in 
other areas designated for use of motorized 
vehicles as part of the management plan pre-
pared pursuant to subsection (e). 

(3) PERMITTED EVENTS.—The Secretary 
may continue to permit large-scale events in 
defined, low impact areas of the Black Rock 
Desert playa in the conservation area in ac-
cordance with the management plan pre-
pared pursuant to subsection (e). 

(d) HUNTING, TRAPPING, AND FISHING.—
Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to di-
minish the jurisdiction of the State of Ne-
vada with respect to fish and wildlife man-
agement, including regulation of hunting 
and fishing, on public lands within the con-
servation area. 

(e) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Within three 
years following the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary shall develop a com-
prehensive resource management plan for 
the long-term protection and management of 
the conservation area. The plan shall be de-
veloped with full public participation and 
shall describe the appropriate uses and man-
agement of the conservation area consistent 
with the provisions of this Act. The plan 
may incorporate appropriate decisions con-
tained in any current management or activ-
ity plan for the area and may use 
information developed in previous studies of 
the lands within or adjacent to the conserva-
tion area. 

(f) GRAZING.—Where the Secretary of the 
Interior currently permits livestock grazing 
in the conservation area, such grazing shall 
be allowed to continue subject to all applica-
ble laws, regulations, and executive orders. 

(g) VISITOR SERVICE FACILITIES.—The Sec-
retary is authorized to establish, in coopera-
tion with other public or private entities as 
the Secretary may deem appropriate, visitor 
service facilities for the purpose of providing 
information about the historical, cultural, 
ecological, recreational, and other resources 
of the conservation area. 
SEC. 6. WITHDRAWAL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 
rights, all Federal lands within the conserva-
tion area and all lands and interests therein 
which are hereafter acquired by the United 
States are hereby withdrawn from all forms 
of entry, appropriation, or disposal under the 
public land laws, from location, entry, and 
patent under the mining laws, from oper-
ation of the mineral leasing and geothermal 
leasing laws and from the minerals materials 
laws and all amendments thereto. 
SEC. 7. NO BUFFER ZONES. 

The Congress does not intend for the estab-
lishment of the conservation area to lead to 
the creation of protective perimeters or buff-
er zones around the conservation area. The 
fact that there may be activities or uses on 
lands outside the conservation area that 
would not be permitted in the conservation 
area shall not preclude such activities or 
uses on such lands up to the boundary of the 

conservation area consistent with other ap-
plicable laws. 
SEC. 8. WILDERNESS. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—In furtherance of the 
purposes of the Wilderness Act of 1964 (16 
U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), the following lands in the 
State of Nevada are designated as wilder-
ness, and, therefore, as components of the 
National Wilderness Preservation System: 

(1) Certain lands in the Black Rock Desert 
Wilderness Study Area comprised of approxi-
mately 315,700 acres, as generally depicted on 
a map entitled ‘‘Black Rock Desert Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’ and dated July 19, 2000, and 
which shall be known as the Black Rock 
Desert Wilderness. 

(2) Certain lands in the Pahute Peak Wil-
derness Study Area comprised of approxi-
mately 57,400 acres, as generally depicted on 
a map entitled ‘‘Pahute Peak Wilderness—
Proposed’’ and dated July 19, 2000, and which 
shall be known as the Pahute Peak Wilder-
ness. 

(3) Certain lands in the North Black Rock 
Range Wilderness Study Area comprised of 
approximately 30,800 acres, as generally de-
picted on a map entitled ‘‘North Black Rock 
Range Wilderness—Proposed’’ and dated July 
19, 2000, and which shall be known as the 
North Black Rock Range Wilderness. 

(4) Certain lands in the East Fork High 
Rock Canyon Wilderness Study Area com-
prised of approximately 52,800 acres, as gen-
erally depicted on a map entitled ‘‘East Fork 
High Rock Canyon Wilderness—Proposed’’ 
and dated July 19, 2000, and which shall be 
known as the East Fork High Rock Canyon 
Wilderness. 

(5) Certain lands in the High Rock Lake 
Wilderness Study Area comprised of approxi-
mately 59,300 acres, as generally depicted on 
a map entitled ‘‘High Rock Lake Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’ and dated July 19, 2000, and 
which shall be known as the High Rock Lake 
Wilderness. 

(6) Certain lands in the Little High Rock 
Canyon Wilderness Study Area comprised of 
approximately 48,700 acres, as generally de-
picted on a map entitled ‘‘Little High Rock 
Canyon Wilderness—Proposed’’ and dated 
July 19, 2000, and which shall be known as 
the Little High Rock Canyon Wilderness. 

(7) Certain lands in the High Rock Canyon 
Wilderness Study Area and Yellow Rock 
Canyon Wilderness Study Area comprised of 
approximately 46,600 acres, as generally de-
picted on a map entitled ‘‘High Rock Canyon 
Wilderness—Proposed’’ and dated July 19, 
2000, and which shall be known as the High 
Rock Canyon Wilderness. 

(8) Certain lands in the Calico Mountains 
Wilderness Study Area comprised of approxi-
mately 65,400 acres, as generally depicted on 
a map entitled ‘‘Calico Mountains Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’ and dated July 19, 2000, and 
which shall be known as the Calico Moun-
tains Wilderness. 

(9) Certain lands in the South Jackson 
Mountains Wilderness Study Area comprised 
of approximately 56,800 acres, as generally 
depicted on a map entitled ‘‘South Jackson 
Mountains Wilderness—Proposed’’ and dated 
July 19, 2000, and which shall be known as 
the South Jackson Mountains Wilderness. 

(10) Certain lands in the North Jackson 
Mountains Wilderness Study Area comprised 
of approximately 24,000 acres, as generally 
depicted on a map entitled ‘‘North Jackson 
Mountains Wilderness—Proposed’’ and dated 
July 19, 2000, and which shall be known as 
the North Jackson Mountains Wilderness. 

(b) ADMINISTRATION OF WILDERNESS 
AREAS.—Subject to valid existing rights, 
each wilderness area designated by this Act 

shall be administered by the Secretary in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Wilder-
ness Act, except that any reference in such 
provisions to the effective date of the Wil-
derness Act shall be deemed to be a reference 
to the date of enactment of this Act and any 
reference to the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall be deemed to be a reference to the Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

(c) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—As soon 
as practicable after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit 
to Congress a map and legal description of 
the wilderness areas designated under this 
Act. The map and legal description shall 
have the same force and effect as if included 
in this Act, except the Secretary may cor-
rect clerical and typographical errors in such 
map and legal description. Copies of the map 
and legal description shall be on file and 
available for public inspection in the appro-
priate offices of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. 

(d) GRAZING.—Within the wilderness areas 
designated under subsection (a), the grazing 
of livestock, where established prior to the 
date of enactment of this Act, shall be per-
mitted to continue subject to such reason-
able regulations, policies, and practices as 
the Secretary deems necessary, as long as 
such regulations, policies, and practices 
fully conform with and implement the intent 
of Congress regarding grazing in such areas 
as such intent is expressed in the Wilderness 
Act and section 101(f) of Public Law 101–628. 
SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There is hereby authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this Act. 

f 

NATIONAL COWBOY POETRY 
GATHERING 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
resolution (S. Res. 326) designating the 
Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Elko, NV, 
as the ‘‘National Cowboy Poetry Gath-
ering’’. 

The resolution (S. Res. 326) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows:
S. RES. 326

Whereas working cowboys and the ranch-
ing community have contributed greatly to 
the establishment and perpetuation of west-
ern life in the United States; 

Whereas the practice of composing verses 
about life and work on the range dates back 
to at least the trail drive era of the late 19th 
century; 

Whereas the Cowboy Poetry Gathering has 
revived and continues to preserve the art of 
cowboy poetry by increasing awareness and 
appreciation of this tradition-based art form; 

Whereas the reemergence of cowboy poetry 
both highlights recitation traditions that 
are a central form of artistry in commu-
nities throughout the West and promotes 
popular poetry and literature to the general 
public; 

Whereas the Cowboy Poetry Gathering 
serves as a bridge between urban and rural 
people by creating a forum for the presen-
tation of art and for the discussion of cul-
tural issues in a humane and non-political 
manner; 

Whereas the Western Folklife Center in 
Reno, Nevada, established and hosted the in-
augural Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Janu-
ary of 1985; 
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